
Opinion
Guest Voices

Photos, clockwise from top center: Martin Sheen (CNS/Bob Roller); Bernard Lafayette
(Wikimedia Commons); John Dear (Courtesy of John Dear); St. Joseph Sr. Helen
Prejean (CNS/Paul Haring); Franciscan Fr. Richard Rohr (CNS/Courtesy of Franciscan
Media)

by John Dear

View Author Profile

Join the Conversation

https://www.ncronline.org/sections/opinion
https://www.ncronline.org/sections/opinion/guest-voices
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/john-dear
https://www.ncronline.org/join-conversation


Send your thoughts to Letters to the Editor. Learn more

February 3, 2025
Share on FacebookShare on TwitterEmail to a friendPrint

Today's episode of "The Nonviolent Jesus Podcast" features Fr. Richard Rohr, a
beloved Franciscan priest, best-selling author and prophetic teacher, who has guided
millions — including Oprah, Bono and Pope Francis — toward a deeper, more
transformative faith.

"Many men think they are angry," Rohr tells me on the podcast. "But let me tell you
a secret: Most men, even those who think they are angry, are really sad." 

As the founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation, his teachings on
mysticism, contemplation and social justice have shaped the way we see faith in the
modern world. His books, including The Universal Christ, Falling Upward and The
Divine Dance, have become essential reading for spiritual seekers worldwide.

His daily reflections reach over half a million subscribers. 

Advertisement

"I think Jesus came to represent solidarity with human suffering and even solidarity
with human stupidity," Rohr says.

Rohr has published a new book, The Tears of Things: Prophetic Wisdom for an Age of
Outrage.

In a time of chaos and division, what can the prophets teach us about courage, hope
and speaking truth to power? 

"We thought prophets foretold the future, which is a very, very limited
understanding of their role," Rohr says. "The prophets are always lamenting the
collective stupidity."

The podcast can be found here.
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