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Conspiratorial Craziness
Michael Sean Winters | Jul. 11, 2012 Distinctly Catholic
Those who are prone to conspiratorial explanations of phenomenon tend to be, well, a little bit crazy. And, their
craziness is not only intellectual, it is moral.
How else to explain this bizarre article at the Catholic World Report [1] anout the "Nuns on the Bus" tour being
linked with financier George Soros. Soros, you see, gave money to the Center for American Progress. The
Center for American Progress played a role, not clear what role from this diatribe, in the foundation of the group
Faith in Public Life. The group Faith in Public Life apparently was one of the groups that the nuns at
NETWORK met with when the idea of having a bus tour was hatched. Q.E.D. Sr. Simone might as well have
been caught sitting in Soros' lap! And all for the sake of publicity! The horror. Except that, in a democracy,
publicity is not a bad thing, is it? What is so different about the bus tour from the pamphlet "Common Sense"?
And, in American democracy today, the idea of trying to garner publicity for the plight of the poor by means of
a bus rental is almost quaint, at least when compared to the gobs of money making its way onto the airwaves via
the SuperPACs.
And, so what if Sr. Simone had cashed a check direct from Soros? Where did this demonization of Soros begin?
I may not agree with all of his politics, but the man has used a considerable amount of his considerable fortune
to promote civil society and democratic norms and independent journalism in the countries ravaged by
Communism. Is that such a bad thing? I deplore some of his positions, especially his support for euthanasia, but
that cannot undo all the good he has done. Ignoring the good, and only emphasizing the bad is, tarring everyone
with an association with an indictment, this sort of conpiratorial think is, as I say, crazy.
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