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Pope Francis' constant refrain: 'Go forth,' evangelize, help the poor
Cindy Wooden Catholic News Service | Feb. 27, 2014 The Francis Chronicles
Vatican City
Pope Francis' most frequent advice and exhortation to Catholics -- from laypeople in parishes to bishops and
cardinals -- is "Go forth."
In Italian, the phrase is even snappier: "Avanti."
As the world's cardinals gathered at the Vatican in early March 2013 to discuss the needs of the church before
they entered the conclave to elect a successor to Pope Benedict XVI, "avanti" was at the heart of a speech by
then-Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio of Buenos Aires, Argentina.
The speech captured the imagination of his confrere, Havana Cardinal Jaime Ortega Alamino, who received
permission to share it after Pope Francis was elected.
"Put simply, there are two images of the church: a church which evangelizes and goes out of herself" by hearing
the word of God with reverence and proclaiming it with faith; and "the worldly church, living within herself, of
herself, for herself," Bergoglio told the cardinals before they elected him pope.
He also used another image that has become a frequent refrain during his first year as head of the church: "In
Revelation, Jesus says that he is at the door and knocks. Obviously, the text refers to his knocking from the
outside in order to enter, but I think about the times in which Jesus knocks from within so that we will let him
come out."
The need for the church to go out into the world with the Gospel also was the central theme of this first
apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium ("The Joy of the Gospel"), published in November.
In the document, the pope called on Catholics to go out into the world, sharing their faith "with enthusiasm and
vitality" by being living examples of joy, love and charity.
"An evangelizer must never look like someone who has just come back from a funeral," he wrote.
Over and over during the first year of his pontificate, Pope Francis has asked practicing Catholics to realize the
grace they have been given and accept responsibility for helping others experience the same grace -- especially
the poor, the sick and others left on the "peripheries" or margins of society.
The health of the church depends on it, he has said. If Catholics jealously hoard the gift of being loved by God
and the joy of salvation, not sharing it with others, "we will become isolated, sterile and sick Christians," he said
in his message for World Mission Sunday 2013.
"Each one of us can think of persons who live without hope and are immersed in a profound sadness that they
try to escape by thinking they can find happiness in alcohol, drugs, gambling, the power of money,

promiscuity," he told parish leaders from the Diocese of Rome in June.
"We who have the joy of knowing that we are not orphans, that we have a father," cannot be indifferent to those
yearning for love and for hope, he said. "With your witness, with your smile," you need to let others know that
the same Father loves them, too.
Even in countries like Italy where the majority of inhabitants have been baptized, most people do not practice
their faith.
"In the Gospel there's the beautiful passage about the shepherd who realizes that one of his sheep is missing, and
he leaves the 99 to go out and find the one," Pope Francis told the parish leaders. "But, brothers and sisters, we
have only one. We're missing 99! We must go out and find them."
Sheep metaphors are frequent in Pope Francis' speeches and homilies. Urging priests and bishops to spend time
among people, he told them they should be "shepherds living with the smell of sheep."
In a morning Mass homily Feb. 14, the feast of the great evangelists Sts. Cyril and Methodius, Pope Francis said
Christians always remember they are sheep in Christ's flock. They must preserve their humility as they go into
the world with the Gospel, even if they find themselves among wolves.
"Sometimes, we're tempted to think, 'But this is difficult, these wolves are cunning, but I can be more cunning,'"
he said. "If you are a lamb, God will defend you, but if you think you're as strong as the wolf, he won't, and the
wolves will eat you whole."
Celebrating Mass with an estimated 3 million young people at World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro in July, Pope
Francis said, "Evangelizing means bearing personal witness to the love of God, it is overcoming our selfishness,
it is serving by bending down to wash the feet of our brethren, as Jesus did."
The obligation to share the Gospel and care for others comes with baptism, and no one is excused from the task,
he said.
"Jesus did not say, 'One of you go,' but 'All of you go.' We are sent together."
Pope Francis told the young people in Rio, as he told others before and since: "Be creative. Be audacious. Do
not be afraid."
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