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Schüller: Now is not the time for Third Vatican Council
Caitlin Hendel | Jul. 22, 2013
Schüller Tipping Point Tour
Washington
Women who have chosen to become ordained Catholic priests are "very prophetic," Fr. Helmut Schüller told a
group of journalists Monday, but he said the focus still should be on opening up the entire priesthood to women.
"It's a system we have to change," he said during a press conference at the National Press Club here. "It's a
question of strategy."
Even so, "we see in these women who are ordained already very prophetic women," Schüller said.
He also is wary of any moves to allow women to become deacons, saying he has heard the Vatican is trying to
degrade the structure of the deaconate, possibly as a preparatory strategy before making such a change. "I'm
warning sometimes: Pay attention, as it could be a threat," he said.
Washington is the fifth stop on Schüller's 15-city, coast-to-coast tour of the United States that began July 16. He
speaks Monday night at the Augustana Lutheran Church in Washington. His appearances in New York, Boston,
Philadelphia and Baltimore have attracted crowds of 300 to 700 people, with several hundred spilling out of a
small church in the sweltering heat of Boston last week.
Ten groups are sponsoring the tour, called "The Catholic Tipping Point: Conversations," including Call to
Action and the Women's Ordination Conference.
Schüller's reform mission began in 2006, when he and a group of fellow parish priests, concerned about a
growing shortage of clergy and a trend toward consolidating parishes, organized the Austrian Priests' Initiative.
Five years later, they embarked on a defiant "Call for Disobedience" to push for core changes in the church,
especially the ordination of women and married priests.
He since has been rebuked by his own archbishop and stripped of the title "monsignor," but that hasn't deterred
him from promoting the message of reform, rooted in the thinking that the best way to spread the teachings of
the Gospel is through a communion of believers -- a communion that does not succeed easily without the
spiritual guidance of clergy.
Asked why he does not just leave the church, Schüller said simply: "It's my church."
"For me, the church is not a corporation; it's not an apartment that you change. It's my church. I'm committed to
it, and I'm committed to the people of the church. "
He has heard calls in Austria and elsewhere for Pope Francis to convene a Third Vatican Council, but said now
is not the time.
"This council would be a very conservative assembly, and then you are sitting there with results you didn't

want," he said. "The problem would be what will happen to the results of such a council. Church leaders not
accountable to the people of God can do with the results of the council whatever they want."
On the other hand, Schüller said, he could support a move to create a council whose main focus would be the
issue of sexual abuse, a proposal Australian Bishop Geoffrey Robinson is promoting [1].
One of the changes the Austrian Priests' Initiative promotes is a "kind of constitution" for the church, he said,
adding, "If we would have had such a constitution in our church, the problem of sexual abuse would have been
handled in quite another way because the victims are lacking any rights in this church."
During his "Tipping Point" tour, Schüller has met individually with priests, but he acknowledged that young
priests are reluctant to join the reform effort. One reason, he said, has to do with the image of the church that has
come out of the Vatican in the last 20 years -- an image, he says, of "absolutist monarchy." He says that image
attracts young men of a "special type," but others "have just another image of the church in their heart."
But beyond that, he said, young men are looking at today's priests and seeing a mission that may no longer be
fulfilling. He talked about the difficulties priests, especially in Austria, have serving multiple communities and,
as he has done in past talks, said the words he hates to hear most from parishioners: "Father, we know you have
not enough time, but let me speak to you a little bit."
"I think that is a scandal," he said.
"The priests have to do their work in circumstances that are not really supportive anymore," he said. "They are
burning out not because of their workload but, more than that, out of the feeling that they cannot do their
service, their ministry in the way they wanted to do it, with real contact with the people."
In the United States alone, there were almost 39,000 priests in 2012, about 3,900 fewer than in 2005 and 18,000
fewer than in 1985, according to the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate [2]. In 2012, the nation had
17,644 parishes, down from 19,244 in 1985. Moreover, almost one-fifth -- 19 percent -- of U.S. parishes did not
have a resident pastor last year, compared with 5 percent in 1985, CARA data show.
[Caitlin Hendel is NCR managing editor. Her email address is chendel@ncronline.org [3]. Follow her on
Twitter: @chendel [4].]

[5]

[5]
Enjoy this article?
Help support more like it by donating today! [5]
Source URL (retrieved on 07/04/2015 - 23:07): http://ncronline.org/news/theology/sch-ller-now-not-timethird-vatican-council
Links:

[1] http://ncronline.org/blogs/grace-margins/australian-bishop-launches-petition-council-sex-abuse
[2] http://cara.georgetown.edu/CARAServices/requestedchurchstats.html
[3] mailto:chendel@ncronline.org
[4] http://www.twitter.com/chendel
[5] http://ncrnews.org/webathon/donate/article-end

