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Malawi priests condemn president's attack on bishop
Catholic News Service | Sep. 6, 2011
LILONGWE, Malawi -- Malawi's priests and religious have condemned the president's "irresponsible verbal
attacks" on the head of the bishops' conference, Bishop Joseph Mukasa Zuza of Mzuzu.
"The threat of war is a major concern, especially coming from the head of state," the Association of Diocesan
Catholic Clergy of Malawi, the Association of Religious (Women) Institutes of Malawi and the Association of
Men Religious Institutes of Malawi said in a Sept. 3 statement.
Bishop Zuza invoked the ire of President Bingu wa Mutharika when, in a mid-August sermon, he said Malawi's
social, political and economic problems "are of our own making, depending on our respective roles."
Responding to the bishop's remarks in an Aug. 25 speech in Blantyre, Mutharika said he would "deal with the
nongovernmental organizations which are leading people to protest against my leadership," adding that his
"patience is wearing thin, let us fight." He said people thought he was a fool, "but you're wrong because, when I
spring up, you'll see."
The Sept. 3 statement said religious leaders "are harassed, threatened, disrespected, denounced when they
practice their prophetic role" and noted that "any attempt to attack the clergy is an attack on the church."
"We are aware that the tirades of public outbursts from some quarters of society against Bishop Zuza are as a
result of the homily," the statement said, noting that "some people are insinuating" that the bishop "was
motivated by elements from the opposition, while others are saying he was attacking the state president, and
some are taking it personally."
Noting that the church has an "obligation and inherent right, independent of any human authority, to preach the
word of God," the priests and religious said they "strongly believe that what the bishop did was fulfilling his
rightful duties."
They affirmed their solidarity with Bishop Zuza and said they "wholeheartedly agree with the content of the
homily."
"We ardently desire a peaceful Malawi where tolerance and peaceful means of resolving differences are
encouraged," the statement said.
Nineteen people died in clashes with Malawi police during July 20-21 protests against government policies and
a shortage of fuel and foreign currency.
The United States and Britain have cut aid to Malawi, which depends on donors for as much as 40 percent of its
budget, because of disagreements with Mutharika and the police response to protests.
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