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Appeal for help in stemming East African famine
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Adow Ibrahim Ali, right, provides water to Ibrahim Osman Mohammed in a remote section of eastern Kenya
near the Somali border July 27. Traveling with his cousin, Mohammed left his home in Buale, Somalia, three
weeks earlier because severe drought killed most of their animals. (CNS photo/Paul Jeffrey)
BALTIMORE -- The ongoing drought and famine afflicting Somalia and other East African nations is "a
humanitarian crisis that cries out for help to Christians throughout the world," said the president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the chairman of the board of Catholic Relief Services in a joint statement.
"CRS can use all the help we can offer in this current tragic situation," wrote Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of
New York, USCCB president, and Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas of Tucson, Ariz., CRS board chairman. "Through
CRS our generosity could literally feed thousands and provide them clean water, shelter and other life-saving
goods."
CRS, the U.S. bishops' overseas aid and development agency, estimates that more than 12 million people are in
urgent need of aid in Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia. The drought has resulted in failed crops, deaths of livestock
and critical shortages of food and water.
"There are parents whose little children have died, and children who have been orphaned. They are suffering
from hunger, thirst, disease and drought," the prelates said in a statement issued from Baltimore, home to CRS
headquarters. "We see millions of people being forced from their homes, leaving behind what meager
possessions they had, and walking for days over rough terrain" to find sustenance.
In Ethiopia, CRS officials said the agency is expanding its food distribution program to 1.1 million people and
is working with local partners to provide livelihood support, water and sanitation. In Somalia, CRS is
supporting local partners to assist highly vulnerable, displaced families with basic necessities, such as food
packages, support to clinics, therapeutic feeding and shelter.
In Kenya, CRS is working both to assist newly arrived refugees with hygiene, sanitation promotion and
protection, and also to provide water, sanitation and supplemental feeding to drought-affected Kenyan
communities.

Misiones Salesianas, the Spanish Salesians' mission office in Madrid, said Aug. 10 it would send 200,000 euros
(about $284,000) to provide relief in famine-stricken areas. It said both refugee camps and Salesian centers "are
overcrowded, with thousands arriving every day to receive food and water."
The U.S. government announced Aug. 8 it will give an additional $105 million in humanitarian assistance to
nations in the Horn of Africa region, bringing its total commitment for this fiscal year to $564.5 million to help
those in need.
The money is being used for health, nutrition, agriculture and food security, economic recovery, humanitarian
coordination, community-based education and anti-malnutrition measures, and water, sanitation and hygiene
initiatives in Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya.
--Editor's Note: The following international aid agencies are working with partner agencies and local religious
leaders in eastern Africa and are accepting donations for refugees affected by the region's drought and famine.
-- Catholic Relief Services is accepting donations by phone at (800) 736-3467; online at http://crs.org; or by
mail to CRS, P.O. Box 17090, Baltimore, MD 21203-7090.
-- Caritas Internationalis is accepting donations at www.caritas.org.
-- Jesuit Refugee Service is accepting donations by phone at (202) 629-5948; online at www.jrsusa.org; or by
mail to JRS, 1016 16th St. N.W., Suite 500, Washington, DC 20036.
-- The Pontifical Mission Societies in the United States has established a special program named A Call for
Solidarity with the Church in East Africa. Contributions may be directed to: Pontifical Mission Societies, East
Africa Program, 70 W. 36th St., New York, NY 10018. Credit card donations can be made at
www.onefamilyinmission.org.
-- Doctors Without Borders is accepting donations by phone at (888) 392-0392; online at
www.doctorswithoutborders.org; or by mail to Doctors Without Borders USA, P.O. Box 5030, Hagerstown,
MD 21741.
-- International Committee of the Red Cross is accepting donations online at www.icrc.org/eng/.
-- Oxfam International is accepting donations online at www.oxfam.org/.
-- The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is accepting donations online at www.unhcr.org.
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