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Howard Zinn on Bill Moyers
Thomas C. Fox | Dec. 12, 2009 NCR Today
Historian and Catholic radical Howard Zinn was on Bill Moyer's Journal last night two days [1]before Zinn's
"People Speak" shows on the History Channel Sunday evening. Check your local listings for this "must see."
Here is how Moyers introduced Zinn:
There's a long tradition in America of people power, and no one has done more to document it than the
historian, Howard Zinn. Listen to this paragraph from his most famous book. Quote: "If democracy were to be
given any meaning, if it were to go beyond the limits of capitalism and nationalism, this would not come, if
history were any guide, from the top. It would come through citizen's movements, educating, organizing,
agitating, striking, boycotting, demonstrating, threatening those in power with disruption of the stability they
needed." This son of a working class family got a job in the Brooklyn shipyards and then flew as a bombardier
during World War II. He went to NYU on the G.I. Bill, taught history at Spellman College in Atlanta, where he
was first active in the Civil Rights movement, and then became a professor of political science at Boston
University.
There, he and his students sought a more down-to-earth way of looking at American history. And when no book
could provide it, Zinn decided to write one. Since his publication in 1980, "A People's History of the United
States" has sold more than two million copies. This Sunday night, the History Channel will premiere a 90minute special, "The People Speak" based on Howard Zinn's book. It was produced by Zinn along with Matt
Damon, Josh Brolin, Chris Moore and Anthony Arnove.
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