
Francis, the comic strip

Pope Francis waves to the crowd in St. Peter's Square from a window of the Apostolic
Palace at the Vatican during the Angelus Aug. 2, 2020. (CNS/IPA/Sipa via Reuters)
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True compassion requires "courageous sharing," not telling people to go fend for
themselves, Pope Francis said.

God operates according to "the logic of taking responsibility for others, the logic of
not washing one's hands, the logic of not looking the other way," he said before
praying the Angelus with visitors in St. Peter's Square Aug. 2.

Telling people to "'fend for themselves,' should not enter into the Christian
vocabulary," he said. 

The pope's remarks were part of his reflection on the day's Gospel reading about the
miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes.

In the reading from the Gospel according to Matthew, the disciples told Jesus he
should send the crowds away as evening approached, so they could go look for and
buy some food for themselves. Instead, Jesus told them, "There is no need for them
to go away; give them some food yourselves," and he proceeded to bless the little
food they had, dividing it and giving it to his disciples so they could feed the
thousands without the food ever running out.

"With this gesture, Jesus demonstrates his power; not in a spectacular way, but as a
sign of charity, of God the father's generosity toward his weary and needy children,"
the pope said. 

Jesus is fully "immersed in the life of his people, he understands their fatigue and
their limitations, but he does not allow anyone to be lost, or to lose out — he
nourishes them with his word and provides food in plenty for sustenance," he said.
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Francis said Christians should be showing the same compassion and tenderness that
Jesus showed toward the crowds. 

Compassion is not "sentimentality, but rather the concrete manifestation of the love
that cares for the people's needs," he said. It is the ability to suffer with others and
"to take others' sorrows on ourselves."

"Perhaps it would do us good today to ask ourselves: Do I feel compassion when I
read news about war, about hunger, about the pandemic?" he asked. "Do I feel
compassion toward the people who are close to me? Am I capable of suffering with
them, or do I look the other way, or 'they can fend for themselves?'"

The pope asked that people understand God's sense of compassion, "which is trust
in the provident love of the Father and means courageous sharing." 
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